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Recommendations for Areas 15-24  
 

Recommendation: Simplify permit parking around St. Thomas campus.  Reconfigure the 10 existing 

areas into 6 permit areas by combining areas to create a better parking supply to demand ratio, 

decrease the number of different parking restrictions in each area and make the restrictions for all the 

areas more uniform and consistent. 

 

Overview of the Areas:  The St. Thomas area currently has 10 individual permit parking areas with many 

different parking restrictions.  There has been an increase in the number of multiunit houses, the 

demand for parking, and reported permit misuse in some of these areas in the last few years.  Student 

housing and parking creates additional complexities in these areas. 

Note:  The SRF study recommended combining all 10 areas into one area.  These 10 areas were originally 

one area (Area 5), but were broken down into 10 separate areas because some residents who lived on 

one side of the large area would park on the other side to attend classes.   

Overall area St. Thomas Area Recommendations 

 Standardize posted time restrictions to “No Parking, 8am-8pm, Mon-Fri, Except by Permit.” 

Most of the permit parking areas 15-24 already have this restriction.   

 

Affected blocks:  

o Selby Avenue between Exeter and Cleveland (1 block, Areas 15) 

o North side of Summit Avenue between Mississippi River Blvd and Cretin (2 blocks, Area 

24) 

o Goodrich Avenue between Woodlawn and Cretin (2 blocks, Area 23) 

o Woodlawn Avenue between Princeton and Goodrich (2 blocks, Area 23) 

o Fairmount Avenue between Woodlawn and Cretin (2 blocks, Area 23) 

o Mount Curve between Princeton and Fairmount (1 block, Area 23) 

o Princeton Avenue between Mississippi River Blvd and Woodlawn (1 block, Area 23) 

o Portland between Cleveland and Moore (2 blocks, Area 20) 

o Cleveland between Ashland and Laurel (1 block, Area 18) 

 

 Create short term parking on streets adjacent to the campus to create turnover and encourage 

long term parkers to use parking lots and ramps.   The recommended time restriction is “2 

Hour Parking, 8am-6pm, Mon-Fri.”  This time restriction was implemented recently on the east 

side of Cleveland between Summit and Ashland and is working well.  This is a limited time zone 

and does not require permit parking rules to implement. 

 

Affected blocks:  
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o South side of Summit Avenue between Mississippi River Blvd and Cretin (2 blocks, 

currently posted “No Parking 10pm to 6am.  Change to No Parking  to 8am to match 

other overnight time restrictions)  

o Both sides of Summit Avenue between Cretin and Cleveland (2 blocks, currently 

unrestricted) 

o North side of Goodrich between Mississippi River Blvd and Cretin (2 blocks, Area 23, 

currently posted “No Parking 10pm to 8am) 

 

 Create short term parking on the east side of Cretin between Mississippi River Blvd and Selby 

to create turnover adjacent to campus.  The posted restricted would say “2 Hour Parking, 9am-

4pm, Mon-Fri” to match the 7-9am and 4-6 pm rush hour ban.  This is a limited time zone and 

does not require permit parking rules to implement. 

 

 Add the south side of Selby Avenue between Cretin and Cleveland to Area 16 with the posted 

time restriction “2 Hour Parking, 8am-8pm, Mon-Fri, Except by Permit.”  This segment is 

currently unrestricted.  The new restriction would provide 59 parking spaces for residents create 

turnover and provide additional short term parking for businesses. 

 

 Increase the No Parking restriction on Mississippi River Blvd for better sight lines and safety 

reasons.  Mississippi River Blvd has a southbound bike lane that makes the street too narrow to 

allow parking on the east side without a vehicle crossing the centerline.  The street width varies 

between 28’ and 30’ between St. Clair and Marshall.   The restriction “No Parking Except by 

Permit” was installed along properties with access to Mississippi River Blvd so guests could park 

periodically.  Ideally, the entire segment should be posted No Parking, but the exception is 

understood.  Residents along this segment should understand No Parking may be implemented 

in the future.  Residents currently in the system could still purchase permits even with this 

change. 

 

 Affected blocks:  

o Mississippi River Blvd from Princeton to Goodrich (1 blocks, Area 23, house 

numbers 124-186, 27 parking spaces) 

o Mississippi River Blvd from house numbers 2241 to 2279, Area 24, 25 parking 

spaces) 

o Mississippi River Blvd from house numbers 73 to 92 (1 block, Area 15, 19 

parking spaces) 

 

 Remove Cretin Avenue between Mississippi River Blvd and Riverwood Pl from permit parking 

to allow for long term parking (18 spaces).  Permits are not being purchased at most of these 

addresses.  The No Parking 4-6 pm rush hour ban will remain.   
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 Simplify parking restrictions on Grand Avenue between Cretin Avenue and Cleveland Avenue 

(2 blocks, Area 22).  There are currently five different types of time restrictions: 

 

 2 Hour Parking, 8am-8pm, Mon-Fri, Except by Permit 

 15 Minute Parking 

 1 Hour Parking, 8am-6pm, Mon-Fri, Except by Permit 

 2 Hour Parking 8am-6pm 

 1 Hour Parking 8am-6pm 

The recommendation is to keep the current restrictions on the west block and make restrictions on the 

east block consistent with the west block.  The east block new restriction on the north side of the street 

would be “2 Hour Parking 8am-8pm, Mon-Fri” and on the south side of the street would be “2 Hour 

Parking, 8am-8pm, Mon-Fri, Except by Permit.” 

Individual Areas 

Area 15 (and Area 24): Northwest side of University of St. Thomas 

Recommendation:  Keep area, Combine areas 15 and 24 

Overview of Area:  Area 15 has 16 block faces, 135 properties, 140 living units, and 375 parking spaces.  

Area 24 has 2 block faces, 20 properties/living units, and 105 parking spaces. 

Reasons for Changes: 

1) Area 24 does not meet the minimum requirements of 8 block faces and is too small for the City 

to efficiently administer permits and enforce parking effectively. 

2) A review of the last 3 years sales data for Area 24 shows a participation rate of 90%, which is 

very high.   

3) The participation rate in Area 15 is 69%, below the 75% threshold that is desired, but that is 

because the participation rate is low on portions of Cretin Avenue and Mississippi River Blvd.  It 

is almost zero for addresses 71-150 Mississippi River Blvd.  Therefore, Public Works 

recommendation is to remove Mississippi River Blvd entirely from the combined permit parking 

areas 15 and 24.  However, there are a few addresses that may need to stay included if there is 

no other parking option, specifically, addresses 20-40 Mississippi River Blvd in Area 24 and 

addresses 50-63 Mississippi River Blvd in Area 15.  The posted restriction should be changed to 

match the rest of the area:  “No Parking, 8 am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except by Permit.” 

4) The participation rate is very high for the remaining streets in Area 15 and those streets should 

remain. 

5) The exception to this is the west side of Cretin Avenue from Riverwood to Mississippi River Blvd 

which in the last 3 years has a participation of only 2 properties.  The recommendation is to 

remove the permit parking restriction on this block to open up parking closer to the campus.  

The 4-6 pm rush hour ban will remain and may be a reason the permit parking is underutilized. 
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6) Both Area 15 and Area 24 have 2 posted permit parking restrictions: “No Parking 8am-8pm, 

Monday-Friday, Except by Permit” and “No Parking Except by Permit.”  The recommendation is 

to replace “No Parking Except by Permit” with “No Parking 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except by 

Permit” because this time restriction is less restrictive timewise and would require fewer hours 

of Police Parking Enforcement.  The impacted streets are Selby Ave from Exeter to Cretin and 

Summit from Cretin to Mississippi River Blvd. 

Area 16 (and Area 17): North side of University of St. Thomas 

Recommendation:  Keep area, Combine Areas 16 and 17 

Overview of Area:  Area 16 and Area 17 are both small areas, each with 8 block faces, and high 

participation.  Area 16 has 86 properties, 145 living units and 223 parking spaces.  Area 17 has 39 

properties, 54 living units and 106 parking spaces.   

Reasons for Changes: 

1) Combining these areas provides more flexibility for residents to find parking in their area. 

2) We are currently allowing some addresses in Area 16 and 17 near Cleveland Avenue to park in 

either area 16 or 17, which is going well so far. 

3) Sales data from Areas 16 and 17 show high participation and that these areas are needed. 

4) The majority of both areas posted time restriction is “No Parking, 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, 

Except by Permit.”  This will remain. 

5) The north side of Selby from Cretin to Cleveland is posted, “No Parking Except by Permit.”  The 

recommendation is to change this to “No Parking, 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except by Permit” 

to create consistency within the area.   Add the south side of Selby to Area 17 as “2 Hour 

Parking, 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except by Permit.”  

6) “1 Hour Parking, 8am-8 pm, Monday-Friday, Except by Permit” was installed on Dayton and 

Wilder about 1 year ago at the time the Cleveland Avenue bike lanes were installed.  The 

intention was to provide customer parking for nearby businesses, who lost parking on Cleveland 

Ave.  It is recommended to keep this restriction. 

Area 17 (and Area 16):  North side of University of St. Thomas 

Recommendation:  Keep area, Combine Areas 16 and 17 

See Area 16 for details 

Area 18 (and Area 19 and Area 20):  East side of University of St. Thomas 

Recommendation:  Keep area, Combine Areas 18, 19 and 20  

Overview of Area: Area 18 has 12 block faces, 65 properties, 105 living units and 195 parking spaces.  

Area 20 has 14 block faces, 71 properties, 96 living units and 227 parking spaces. 

Reasons for Changes: 
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1) There is confusion about where residents can park when there are boundaries between abutting 

areas.  By combining Areas 18, 19 and 20, there are fewer boundaries. 

2) Combining Areas 18, 19 and Area 20 creates larger area with more flexibility for the residents to 

park.   

3) Sales data from these areas show that they are needed. 

4) The majority of both areas posted time restriction is “No Parking, 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, 

Except by Permit.”  Recommendation is for this to remain and the restriction on both sides of 

Portland from Cleveland to Moore in Area 20 to be changed from “No Parking 8am-8pm, Except 

by Permit” to “No Parking, 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except by Permit.”   

5) “1 Hour Parking, 8am-8 pm, Monday-Friday, Except by Permit” was installed on Laurel and 

Wilder about 1 year ago at the time the Cleveland Avenue bike lanes were installed.  The 

intention was to provide customer parking for nearby businesses who lost parking on Cleveland 

Ave.  It is recommended to keep this restriction. 

Area 19: East side of University of St. Thomas (and Area 18 and Area 20) 

Recommendation:  Keep area, Combine with Areas 18 and 20 

Overview of the Area:  Area 19 has 18 block faces, 92 properties, 131 living units and 255 parking spaces. 

Reasons to Maintain: 

1) Area 19 exceeds size requirement of 8 block faces, has a sufficient participation rate of 75%, and 

a sufficient parking demand to supply ratio. 

2) The area has only 1 time restriction which is “No Parking 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except by 

Permit.” 

Area 20 (and Area 18 and Area 19): East side of University of St. Thomas 

Recommendation:  Keep area, Combine with Areas 18 and 19 

Overview of the Area: Area 20 has 12 block faces, 71 properties, 96 living units and 227 parking spaces. 

Reasons to Maintain: 

1) Area 19 exceeds size requirement of 8 block faces, has a sufficient participation rate of 75%, and 

a sufficient parking demand to supply ratio. 

2) The area has 2 time restrictions.  Most are “No Parking 8am-8pm, Mon-Fri, Except by Permit.”  

The restriction on Portland between Cleveland and Moore should be changed from “No Parking 

8am-8pm, Except by Permit to “No Parking 8am-8pm, Mon-Fri, Except by Permit” to be 

consistent with the rest of the area. 

See Area 18 for details 

Area 21 (portion of Area 19): East side of University of St. Thomas 
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Recommendation: Keep area, leave as is 

Overview of Area: Area 21 has 7 block faces, 94 properties, 112 living units and 208 parking spaces.  

Area 19 has 92 properties, 131 living units and 235 parking spaces.  For both areas participation rates 

based on sales data is well over 75%. 

Reasons for Maintain: 

1) Area 21 is currently one block less than the required 8 block faces because it lost some block 

faces to Area 20 a few years ago.  Lincoln Avenue between Cretin and Prior is twice as long as a 

typical block and would count as 4 block faces if two blocks.   

2) A few years ago, the entire area of Area 21 successfully petitioned to change the time 

restrictions to “No Parking, 8am-5pm, Monday-Friday, September 1-April 30, Except Holidays, 

Except by Permit.”  Other than being a lot to say on a sign, the restriction seems to be working 

well and there are no proposals to change it.  The area only needs to be enforced during the 

school year, which requires less Police enforcement. 

Area 22: South side of University of St. Thomas 

Recommendation: Keep area, Leave as is 

Overview of Area:  Area 22 is a large area with 25 block faces, 162 properties, 355 living units, and 472 

parking spaces. 

Reasons to Maintain: 

1) Area 22 exceeds size requirement of 8 block faces, has a sufficient participation rate of 75%, and 

a sufficient parking demand to supply ratio. 

2) Petitions in recent years have added blocks of Finn to expand the area.  This demonstrates that 

permit parking is needed and beneficial to the residents. 

3) The area has only 1 time restriction which is “No Parking 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except by 

Permit.” 

4) 2124 Grand and 2140 Grand have special restrictions that were imposed on them by the 

Planning Commission when new housing was constructed.  The permits are issued directly to 

the property manager for distribution.  This works well administratively and there are no 

proposals to change this practice. 

5) Installation of bike lanes on Cleveland a few years ago effectively removed parking from 10 

additional properties, increasing need for permitted areas. 

Area 23: Southwest side of University of St. Thomas 

Recommendation: Keep area for now but monitor it, Simplify permit time restrictions 

Overview of Area:  Area 23 has 13 block faces, 84 properties/living units.  There are currently four 

different types of time restrictions:  
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  “No Parking 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except by Permit” 

 “No Parking 8am-9pm, Monday-Friday, Except by Permit” 

 “No Parking 8am-9m, Except by Permit” 

 “No Parking Except by Permit” 

Reasons for Changes: 

1) Area 23 exceeds size requirement of 8 block faces and has a participation rate of at least 75%. 

2) There was speculation that the construction of a new parking ramp for St. Thomas would 

eliminate the need for this area, but that does not appear to be the case at this time given 

participation rates. 

3) We recommend the east side of Mississippi River Blvd from St. Clair to Goodrich be removed 

from permit parking entirely.  The street is a parkway important to the Parks Department.  This 

segment also has very low participation with only 6 of 16 properties (38%) buying some type of 

permit within the last 3 years. 

4) The 4 different types of time restrictions are confusing for users and enforcement. The 

recommendation is to change the restriction to “No Parking 8am-8pm, Monday-Friday, Except 

by Permit.”  This restriction is the least restrictive and is consistent with the majority of permit 

parking restrictions around St. Thomas.  The impacted streets are the south side of Goodrich 

from Woodlawn to Cretin, both sides of Princeton from Mississippi River Blvd to Woodlawn, 

both sides of Woodlawn from Goodrich to Princeton, both sides of Fairmount from Woodlawn 

to Cretin and the west side of Mount Curve Blvd from Fairmount to Princeton. 

5) Area 23 has some blocks that are surrounded by permit parking restrictions, but are excluded 

from the permit parking area which is confusing for all.  The excluded blocks are Princeton from 

Woodlawn to Mount Curve and the east side of Mount Curve from Fairmount to Princeton.  The 

recommendation to simplify the area is to remove the block of Princeton between Mississippi 

River Blvd and Woodlawn from permit parking entirely.  “No Parking,” such as what is posted on 

the west side of Mississippi River Blvd or “No Parking 10pm-8am,” such as what is posted on the 

north side of Goodrich between Mississippi River Blvd and Cretin, could be posted to prevent 

late night or overnight parking near the river if needed. 

Area 24 (and Area 15):  Northwest side of University of St. Thomas 

Recommendation:  Keep area, Combine areas 15 and 24 

See Area 15 for details 

 


