Compostable bags:


How it works:

Biodegradable Products Institute (BPI)
certified compostable bags are required.
They make collecting
your organics much
cleaner and easier —
any size bag is fine.
Pizza boxes and egg cartons are the only items
we can take unbagged.

1. Separate and collect organics at home (check out the
accepted/no list in this guide)

2. Drop off organics in a
sealed/tied BPI-certified
compostable bag
3. Organics are hauled to a
permitted commercial
compost facility

Look for this logo
on any compostable bags or
products you
buy!





BPI-certified compostable bags are available at local grocery and hardware stores
(look for the certification label above) or
online. For our top compostable bag picks,
visit www.macgrove.org/organics.
Close your bags of organics
using natural string/ twine,
masking tape, or tie the bag
itself shut.


Compostable bags last about
a week. They’ve come a LONG
way in terms of durability, but we
don’t recommend letting wet
materials sit in your bags for over a week.


If your compostable bag breaks at the
Drop-off Site, please use the shovel to clean
up any spilled items.

Check macgrove.org/organics for helpful hints!

Organics
Recycling
Access Code

4. Organics are processed into
clean finished compost!

(Site is currently UNLOCKED, but if
contamination becomes an issue, a simple
combination lock will be placed on the site.)

Helpful at-home tips:


Place organics bins in your kitchen,
bathrooms, and laundry room.



Clearly label your organics,
recycling and trash
containers—free labels at
macgrove.org/organics.



Keep a bowl or tub in your fridge or
freezer for bones, dairy,
or extremely wet
organics. Empty it into
your bag right before you
go to the Drop-off Site.

Member FAQs


If the Drop-off Site is full, please email or call
us right away.



What can I do with items you won’t take like
yard waste? Call the Ramsey County Solid
Waste & Recycling hotline 24/7 at 651-633EASY (3279)



I’m not sure if my item is compostable or not.
Check our website at macgrove.org/organics
or contact our program coordinator—we’ll get
back to you as soon as possible!

Questions? Concerns?
Please contact us at 651-695-4000 or
mgcc@macgrove.org.

Drop-off Site

Member
Guide

Macalester-Groveland
Community Council
320 South Griggs Street
m a c g r o v e . o r g
6 5 1 - 6 9 5 - 4 0 0 0

What ’s accepted:




Animal and human hair, nail clippings
Bamboo food service items
BPI-certified compostable plates, bowls, cups, forks, spoons and knives



Coffee grounds and filters



Cotton balls and q-tips with cardboard sticks only



Dairy products
Delivery pizza boxes (these can be recycled at the curb, too!)
Egg cartons, toilet paper tubes and paper towel tubes







What ’s not:


Look for this logo on any compostable
bags, forks, spoons, etc. you buy!







Food scraps and leftovers
Meat, bones, seafood and shells
Paper towels, tissues and napkins



Paper tea bags and tea leaves (remove staples)



UNCOATED Paper take-out containers (remove any metal or plastic pieces like staples, handles, etc.)
UNCOATED Paper plates and cups







PLA Plastic (only if labeled BPA or Cedar Grove Certified compostable)
Stickers & sticker backings (remove any metal or plastic pieces)



Toothpicks and wood popsicle sticks



Vegetable and fruit peels, pits, rinds, etc.
Wax paper (only if labeled BPA or Cedar Grove Certified compostable)








Drop off organics in a
sealed BPI-certified
compostable bag.
Exceptions: Egg cartons
& pizza boxes may be
unbagged.

Keep our program free of contamination!










Please double check your BPI-certified compostable bags before dropping off organics.
When in doubt, email mgcc@macgrove.org or call 651-695-4000 to check if an item can be brought to the Drop-off Site.



No plastic of any kind:
 No yogurt tubs
 No plastic bags
 No plastic cups
No granola bar wrappers, chip bags,
or plastic/foil candy wrappers
No metal including cans, twist ties,
foil, silverware, staples, etc.
No styrofoam
No milk cartons, juice boxes, or any
foil-lined or wax-lined carton
No Freezer boxes/paper of any kind
No recyclable papers including
newspaper, paper grocery bags,
cardboard, magazines, office paper
No fabric or rags (recycle at the curb
instead!)
No cosmetic products
No medications
No dental floss
No dryer sheets
No human or animal waste
including diapers, baby wipes, bandages, feminine hygiene products,
kitty litter, etc.
No yard waste, pumpkins, wreaths,
tree branches, garden plants, grass
clippings (use your backyard bin or a
free Ramsey County site)
No wrapping paper (recycle non-foil
lined)

