
MacGroveland Community Council 

Transportation Committee MINUTES 

April 22, 2024 

 

ATTENDEES:  Hugo Bruggeman (chair), Ginny Housum (interim secretary), Spencer Ludtke, Lynn 

Ihlenfeldt, Catherine Cairns, Dave Pasiuk, Colin Fesser, Brian Martinson, Gene Johnson, Jack Fei, 

Kensey Lipstreuer, John Kingrey (invited guest to present on agenda item IV), and Laura Wallace, 

new executive director of MGCC 

1.  Approval of March minutes:  moved by Spencer Ludtke, seconded by Ginny Housum, 9 

votes to approve, 3 abstentions.   

 

2.  Updates/ Announcements (item VI on agenda).  

(a)  New executive director.   Hugo introduced Laura Wallace, the new executive 

director of MGCC.  Laura has lived in the neighborhood for 23 years.  She told the 

committee she is growing into her new role but still catching up on emails.  Jack Fei 

mentioned that communication with residents and committee members has fallen 

behind, and encouraged Laura to focus on communications in her new position.   

(b) Western District of Saint Paul police meetings.   Art Punyko sent out an email stating 

that the Saint Paul police intend to increase traffic enforcement on three main roads 

for which the department has experienced increasing complaints about speeding:  

Cretin Avenue, Rice Street, and White Bear Avenue.  No further information is 

available at this time on that issue.  Spencer Ludtke attended a recent meeting with 

the police department which was run by Stacy Murphy and David McCabe.  They did 

not mention the roads above, but mentioned Arundel Street east (west??) of 

Western Avenue.  The police department is using a grant to develop a program called 

“Toward Zero Deaths”.  The police department intends to use more vehicle stops to 

deal with other issues.  This will be discussed at a follow up meeting in May.  

Technology has allowed the police to become more efficient, including by using 

Zoom meetings to discuss moving violations.  They will stop vehicles for equipment 

violations only if the equipment problems create a safety issue; from license plate 

numbers they can send owners of vehicles with other equipment violations a letter 

asking them to fix the problem.  They are also targeting distracted driving.  Traffic 

stop numbers have increased recently. 

(c) Walkability survey.  We are in the second year of the survey, and have had over 500 

respondents so far.  MGCC encourages participation in the walkability survey. 

(d) Grand Avenue/supporting businesses.  Some construction has started along Grand 

Avenue between Fairview and Cambridge Street, by Saint Paul Regional Water 

Services.  MGCC wants to get the word out to people to support the businesses 

along Grand Avenue which will be less accessible during construction. 



(e) Snelling Avenue update.  MGCC is working with other area community councils 

north of MacGroveland, especially north of University Avenue, where walking and 

biking are very difficult along Snelling Avenue.  This problem has been reported to 

MNDoT for years, and MGCC sent a letter recently to remind MNDoT that it needs to 

focus on that area.  [This was informational for Laura]. 

    

3. Parking permit area 23 (item IV on agenda).    John Kingrey was asked to report on what 

he is hearing from neighbors about permit parking in Area 23.  John has been going door to 

door soliciting signatures on a petition for 24 hour restricted parking in area 23. He reported on 

disparities between 24-hour permit parking in some areas, restricted parking from 8 AM to 8 

PM Monday through Friday in other areas, and no limits in other areas all within Area 23 (west 

of Cretin, generally south of Goodrich Avenue, adjoining St. Thomas University land).  John 

referred to the 2017 parking study commissioned by the City, which set out the purposes of 

restricted permit parking areas.  So far, 86% of the residents in Area 23 support a 24h permit 

parking, which would also bring about uniformity.  This matter is becoming more urgent in Area 

23 because of resident’s concerns about the St. Thomas plans for a multipurpose arena, for 

which construction has begun.  The construction has already eliminated parking spaces on the 

St. Thomas campus. John said that he anticipates delivering signed petitions to the city engineer 

after he contacts 5 or 6 more residents.    He said people are also concerned about drivers 

cruising the neighborhood looking for parking and EMS vehicles accessibility. 

There was discussion about inconsistent enforcement of parking restrictions.  Cathy 

Cairns reported that at a WSNAC meeting, UST said it would contribute to pay for enforcement, 

but in light of its straitened financial circumstances, she is not sure that is really on the table.  

Several committee members (including Dave, Colin, Brian) expressed skepticism about 

24-hour parking restrictions, especially on the grounds that they could not be enforced by the 

limited city personnel who could be assigned to ticket cars, and that granting such parking 

restrictions would amount to an infringement on public right of way, and an arrogation of public 

land for private use.  Further, it was noted that the cost of a permit for such parking restrictions 

is far less than the cost of enforcement of the restrictions on sites which obtain permits.   Clarity 

is needed on whether the city can delegate its enforcement authority to a private entity.  

Spencer suggested to connect with the Union Park Community Council; have they seen any 

activity on this issue in areas within its jurisdiction.   

 

4. Grand Avenue parking and curbside management (Item V on agenda).  In the past, the 

transportation committee worked with the prior city planner and provided comments on three 

aspects of the planning for rebuilding Grand Avenue between Fairview and Snelling Avenues:  

trees, pedestrian crossings on the Macalester College campus, and parking in the commercial 

areas.  Discussions with the new planner have shown they were not informed of the 

neighborhood’s concerns, and the city’s intent is to rebuild parking in the commercial areas in 

the same way it is currently configured.  This ignores changes in the market, especially pickup 

and delivery services for meals, which help sustain the restaurants, Uber, Lyft, Amazon, and 



other delivery services.  Vehicles double parked are a safety issue.  It is unclear whether the 

business owners would be willing to lose 2-hour parking spaces for the convenience and safety 

for delivery vehicles.  One possible solution might be metered parking.  It was agreed that 

members of the committee should observe double parking and document it with pictures; it is 

believed that the public works department simply has not considered the problem. 

 

ACTION ITEMS: 

1.  Contact Union Park to initiate discussions of its approaches to residential parking 

in Ward 3 around St. Thomas. 

2. Members of the committee should try to document double parking and 

jaywalking in the commercial area along Grand Avenue.  


