MacGroveland Community Council
Transportation Committee MINUTES
July 22, 2024

ATTENDEES: Hugo Bruggeman (chair), Ginny Housum (interim secretary), Spencer Ludtke, Lynn
Ihlenfeldt, Katherine Cairns, Dave Pasiuk, Brian Martinson, John Kingrey, Regina Purins, Art
Punyko, Colin Fesser, and Deb Burns.

Agenda Item Ill: Approval of June minutes: Regina Purins moved approval of the minutes,
Dave Pasiuk seconded; June minutes were approved unanimously.

Agenda Item IV: August meeting of committee: Hugo Bruggeman made a motion that,
consistent with past practice, no meeting of the committee would be held in August.
The motion was seconded by Dave Pasiuk and passed unanimously with a vote of 10-0.

Agenda Item V: proposed community letter on Relmagining 1-94, drafted by
OurStreetsMN.org. A draft of the letter was sent to committee members in advance,
and Dave Pasiuk had submitted comments which were circulated in redline format at the
meeting. Comments from the committee were solicited. Several members of the
committee made comments which were discussed, and some of which were adopted.
After a full discussion, Dave Pasiuk made a motion to send the revised letter to the
board for its consideration, which was seconded by Ginny Housum. The motion was
adopted by a vote of 10 in favor, none opposed, with one abstention.  After the motion
carried, there was a brief discussion about who should receive the letter. As drafted, it is
addressed only to MNDoT. Art Punyko suggested that if it is adopted by the board of
directors, the letter can also be sent to the mayor’s office and other elected officials.

Agenda Item VI: CIB 2024-2025, community proposal submissions. Hugo talked briefly about
the submission cycle for CIB funding, and asked committee members to respond to the
survey. Spencer Ludtke voiced a concern about the process, noting that many of the
proposals are inexpensive, but some would take more than half the total budgeted
amount. This is a complaint which has been voiced before. These proposals are
discussion items for this committee. Various committee members expressed their
preferences in response to the survey. Brian Martinson noted that the survey omitted a
missing link in the city’s bicycle infrastructure, which is a half block area between
Lexington and Griggs on the south side of the Pierce Butler Route.

Agenda Item VII: Updates and Announcements.
e Walkability survey: Lynn lhlenfeldt offered a brief update to the walkability
survey.



e Saint Paul Police Department Western District—Spencer said the targeted traffic
enforcement which will focus on Cretin Avenue, Rice Street, and White Bear
Avenue has now moved from Cretin Avenue to White Bear Avenue. He also
mentioned the concert at Allianz Field at which the noise level exceeded the
variance granted. The police are continuing to investigate why the concert was
not shut down, despite many complaints received by SPPD.

e Grand Avenue, Katherine Cairns—the project between Fairview and Snelling was
supposed to be started in early July, but Kathy reported that the city still has not
selected a contractor. The very earliest it can now start is mid-August, so the
timeline will change. In response to a question, Kathy said no further
information has been provided on the cost to the businesses along the
construction zone. According to Hugo, Sustain Saint Paul wants to do a group
walk along the avenue, but that has not yet been scheduled.

e Snelling Avenue—Dave Pasiuk reported that Snelling Avenue is now closed
northbound between Grand Avenue and St. Clair Avenue. He walked the
construction site and noticed that the contractor or MetroTransit has rerouted
the BRT line A, but the signs for riders are in error and uninformative. Dave
thinks we need to make sure that the same problem does not arise when the
Route 63 bus along Grand Avenue is rerouted to Summit Avenue. He thinks we
should research this with MetroTransit.

e UST arena event management plan—John Kingrey met with WSNAC, and
reported that the event management plan has been delayed. Reportedly, UST is
trying to push responsibilities on to the district councils.

Action items from meeting:

(1) Revise community letter about Relmagining 1-94 and forward to the Board of
Directors.

(2) Contact the planner responsible for the Grand Avenue reconstruction project
and discuss external communications about bus rerouting.

(3) Schedule walk on Grand Avenue with Sustain Saint Paul.

(4) MacGrove Fest—is scheduled for September 14, and we need to solicit
volunteers, etc.

(5) New stop sign on Kenneth and St. Clair will be installed; the parks and
recreation department is interested and will be upgrading the recreation
center.

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.



