Mac-Groveland Community Council
Transportation Committee MINUTES
June 24, 2024

ATTENDEES: Hugo Bruggeman (chair), Ginny Housum (interim secretary), Spencer
Ludtke, Lynn Ihlenfeldt, Katherine Cairns, Dave Pasiuk, Brian Martinson, John Kingrey
(new committee member), Regina Purins, and Yasmin Hirsi, (quest presenter from Our
StreetsMN.org).

Agenda Item lll: Approval of May minutes: correction requested by Spencer Ludtke
to correct the new speed limit on Randolph Avenue to 25 MPH, rather than 20; as
corrected, moved to be approved by Spencer Ludtke, seconded by Ginny
Housum, and approved unanimously by those in attendance.

Agenda Item IV: Twin Cities Boulevard presentation by Yasmin Hirsi from
OurStreetsMN.org. Introduced by Hugo, reminding the committee that, in
2020, MGCC had adopted a resolution urging MnDOT to reconsider “Rethinking
194” plan, and more recently, the transportation committee had heard
presentations by OurStreetsMN.org and ReConnect Rondo.

After a presentation on the history of the construction of 1-94, Ms. Hirsi said that
key decisions are now being made, as 1-94 is at the end of its useful life.
OurStreets’ information shows that 25% of the car trips along 1-94 are for
distances less than 2 miles. To better serve local traffic, Our Streets has
developed 3 models with linear parks and greenways.

Spencer asked about the interrelationship between OurStreets Boulevard and
Reconnect Rondo’s Land Bridge concepts, and whether the two are compatible.
While parallels exist, the two organizations are not collaborating at the moment.
Questions were raised about the health effects on particulates in the air which
might result from taking 1-94 out of the trench (these are not studied yet or
information is not made available yet), and on whether MnDOT really is the final
decision maker on the 1-94 planning (from its website, MNDOT's responsibilities
on 1-94 include preserving and repairing bridges, walls and pavement and
enhancing mobility, safety, and connectivity.). Questions were also raised about
the reliability of the data presented by OurStreets. A question was asked about
the drawings of the urban environment anticipated by OurStreets, but what would
ultimately be built will be determined by developers.

Our Streets seeks agreement of MGCC to a letter supporting its goals, and
asked that MGCC share its support for the Our Streets plan with our council
representatives and other officials. OurstreetsMN is sharing its draft letter with
various community organizations along 194. The St. Anthony district council has
signed a letter in support of the OurStreets plan.

Hugo asked to see the letter OurStreets wants to have signed, but indicated that
the transportation committee would need more time for discussion, and cannot



meet OurStreets’ goal of a letter of support by the end of July. This item will be
revisited at the July committee meeting.

Agenda Item V: walkability survey. Lynn Ihlenfeldt reported the preliminary results
of the survey. Of the 635 responses, 86% were from five neighborhoods, and
70% were from the west side of Saint Paul. Demographically, only 4% were from
respondents 23 years old or younger, 50% were from respondents between 23
and 55, and 46% were from older respondents. Among all respondents, 53%
reported they have fallen in the past 3 years, and more than 1/3 of respondents
have had a hit or near miss with a vehicle. 71% of respondents reported specific
concerns about dangerous intersections, and the survey identified more than 200
dangerous intersections, based on the survey results. The streets which had
more than 5 mentions include Cretin Avenue, Cleveland Avenue, Snelling
Avenue, Hamline Avenue, Lexington, Dale, Victoria, and Grotto and Grand.

Few people responded to the survey who walk solely for transportation; so, about
50% of respondents walk for exercise and enjoyment, and about 50% represent
users who walk for both purposes. All groups said they would walk more if the
sidewalks were better and intersections were safer.

Next steps will include preparation of a technical report analyzing the data, and
then contacting community councils for the Highlands, Union Park, and Como
neighborhoods to see if they would be interested in collaborating with us.
Comments were made that the committee should contact the West 7" Street
community council, as the sidewalks between St. Clair and the Xcel Center are
dreadful.

Agenda Item VI: Updates and Announcements.
Saint Paul Police Department Western District—Spencer continues to monitor
the police department’s engagement through the west district. Long term
targeted traffic enforcement will focus on Cretin Avenue, Rice Street, and White
Bear Avenue. There has been less street racing so far this summer. The chief of
the west district is on a 10-week training program with the FBI. In her absence,
the chief of the eastern district will fill in. The lead investigator in the western
district has retired, and has been replaced by Jimmy Yang. The department
hopes to refocus on traffic enforcement. The police department has been asked
to give special attention to Fairview Avenue, because the middle (turn lane) is
being used by some drivers as a passing lane.



