Mac-Groveland Community Council
Transportation Committee MINUTES
May 28, 2024

ATTENDEES: Hugo Bruggeman (chair), Ginny Housum (interim secretary), Spencer Ludtke, Lynn
Ihlenfeldt, Katherine Cairns, Dave Pasiuk, Brian Martinson, Jack Fei, Kensey Lipstreuer, John
Kingrey, Craig Skone, Regina Purins, Ann Haskell, Catherine Plessner, Jerome Benner and Amy
McDonough (University of St. Thomas, as presenters), Jane McClure (The Villager), and Laura
Wallace, new executive director of MGCC.

Agenda Item lll: Approval of April minutes: correction requested by Katherine Cairns; as
corrected, moved to be approved by Spencer Ludtke, seconded by Catherine Plessner, 8
votes to approve, 2 abstentions.

Agenda Item IV: report on walkability survey. Lynn Ihlenfeldt reported that the survey has
been completed, with 635 responses, mostly from Mac-Groveland, but some from other
neighborhoods of Saint Paul. The demographic distribution of respondents reflected
50% are aged between 23 and 55, 46% are over 55, and 4% are younger than 23. In the
last 3 years, over half of the respondents report they walk every day, with the 53%
walking for exercise/enjoyment only, and 46 % also walking for both transportation.
Only 1% walk for transportation-only. More than half of respondents report they have
fallen in the last 3 years (due to uneven surfaces/obstacles and/or snow and icy
conditions), 39% have been hit by a wheeled vehicle, or experienced a near miss. 62%
of respondents would walk more if it was safer to do so. The data suggests the most
dangerous intersections for crossing in Mac-Groveland are St. Clair and Kenneth Street
(8 respondents), Goodrich and Cretin Avenue (9 respondents), and Snelling and
Randolph (16 respondents). But this data was sorted only by the first word in a
comment, so more analysis is needed. Next steps will include more analysis of the data,
to identify correlations by age, disability, traffic signals, unusual conditions, and the like,
then development of a summary of the survey, and a determination of who the
summary or summaries should be presented to (city planning office?, council members?,
press?, possible article in MN Streets?). Regina Purins, Ginny Housum, Craig Skone and
Hugo Bruggeman volunteered to help with data analysis.

Item V: UST arena event management plan. Jerome Benner from the University of St Thomas
presented the university’s plan for an event management plan, as mandated by the city.
It will consist of 2 or 3 representatives from each of Mac-Groveland and Union Park (one
from the transportation committee of each community council), a student
representative, a renter, and St Thomas management. The community council
representatives will be chosen by the community council board (for MGCC). The task



force will study the best way to move people in and out of the arena site. There will be 3
in person meetings of 60 to 90 minutes each, starting in August. This will include two
working group sessions to come up with recommendations. Ryan Construction and UST
will have already held a kickoff meeting with UST’s consultant. Topics will include the
purpose, anticipated attendance at scheduled events, on-site parking, offsite parking
management, the transit options, shuttle service, and traffic control. It is expected that
the initial recommendations will evolve as experience teaches UST what is needed.
WSNAC, Neighbors United, and SARPA will not be included in the task force, because
task forces like this are why the community councils were created. Regina Purins asked
whether the police would be on hand for traffic control, or also for crowd control, and
Jerome indicated they will be on hand for traffic and parking problems. The police will
help by looking at the site plan, establishing parameters, and managing both people and
cars. Jack Fei pointed out that housing & land use committee meetings have been
cancelled, and wondered why this process is being started now, since UST may have to
go back to the drawing boards due to concerned neighbors. Jerome indicated UST is
confident the arena will go forward. Dave Pasiuk asked whether the purpose of the task
force would be process or structure, meaning whether the plan was to handle people, or
to recommend additional traffic signals. He felt additional traffic signals would make the
area safer for pedestrians. Jerome said the purpose would be both, and would expect
that police work will be aligned with traffic signals. Hugo pointed out that there is a
structural problem with Cretin Avenue our committee should address. Bump outs (or
curb extensions) at corners prevent cars from parking right up to the corners, and make
it feasible for pedestrians and bikes to cross streets. Dave Pasiuk recommended that
UST do something innovative with the police—to treat this as an opportunity.
Volunteers for the task force whose names would be passed on to the Mac-Groveland
board of directors included Dave Pasiuk, Katherine Cairns, Jack Fei, Ginny Housum, and
Hugo Bruggeman.

Agenda Item VI: Grand Avenue reconstruction. Hugo thinks this is an area which the
committee needs to monitor actively, and he volunteered to take the lead on this issue,
but is looking for other volunteers as well. He wants to have a standing committee to
oversee setting up a MGCC website and promoting the businesses on social media.

Agenda Item VII: Announcements.

e Saint Paul Police Department West District—Spencer attended a meeting on
traffic enforcement, and reported that traffic regulations have been enforced on
Cretin Avenue north of Marshall, and cited 100 drivers on one shift. The police
confirmed their intent to deal only with traffic problems as part of an “enhanced
enforcement effort” with more police in the area.

e Speed limit on Randolph Avenue—Hugo summarized the history with the
construction of the bike lane. Ramsey County Commissioner Rafael Ortega



responded quickly to MGCC’s inquiry, with new signs to be installed in July,
posting the 20 MPH speed limit.

Snelling Avenue—the start of construction will depend on the beginning of
construction on Grand Avenue

School zones—Hugo spoke to Saura Jost’s office about the intersection of St. Clair
and Kenneth Street. Her office is investigating whether a stop sign on St. Clair
would be adequate.



