Macalester Groveland Housing and Land Use Committee — September 25, 2024 Meeting Summary

Attendees: Mike Moore (Chair), Catherine Plessner, Colin Fesser, Heather Huffman, Elizabeth Wefel,
Meg Grove

Staff: Laura Wallace

Guests: Deb Burns, Alec Boland, Jane McClure. From St. Thomas - Jerome Benner (Neighborhood
Relations), Don Weinkauf (School of Engineering), Shree Pandey (Center for Microgrid Research), Amy
McDonough (Chief of Staff), Travis Farn (Facilities Management), John Silva (Facilities Management)

1. Welcome & HLU Introduction, Mike Moore, Chair
2. Agenda additions/deletions - none

3. Approval of June 26, 2024 meeting summary (there were no meetings in July and August, 2024).
Action: Motion to approve: Catherine Plessner; second: Heather Huffman. Motion approved 5-0.

4. Update on St. Thomas Owens Science Hall Project — aka OWS Annex (Cretin/Grand — abutting Owens
Science Hall). St. Thomas plans to demolish the current greenhouse, the one-story Biology
Department space, and the shipping/receiving area of Owens, then replace all with a three-story
addition to Owens. See circled area below (source: St. Thomas, 9/26/24).

The new addition to house:

- Basement — mechanical systems for the OWS Annex, including those for the Center for
Microgrid Research (CMR).
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- First floor — CMR and loading dock. CMR will relocate from the Facilities and Design Center
(south campus). CMR is part of St. Thomas’ aim of developing a carbon-free power grid
system. CMR will assist companies/organizations in development of microgrid capabilities.
Its funding comes from the State’s Renewable Development Fund and from the U.S.
Department of Defense.

- Second floor — Biology lab, greenhouse and potting area.

See a rendering of the OWS Annex below (looking north from the parking ramp). St. Thomas
submitted a site plan to the City on July 17, 2024, and received conditional approval. Because of
the project’s location, St. Thomas must also get approval from the Heritage Preservation
Commission (HPC); St. Thomas is scheduled to meet with the HPC on 9/30/24. With all approvals
in place, St. Thomas plans to begin construction in early December, 2024 and finish by Fall, 2025.

Question: What does microgrid look like? How would one know it is operating?

Response: In case of a widespread energy grid disruption, the energy company could prioritize
critical operations that consume lots of energy toward power restoration such as hospitals, or
army bases. Power would come from carbon-free/renewable sources — wind, solar, wind (but
NOT windmills), etc., tailored to take advantage of an organization’s location.

The CMR will also include capacity for research on electric vehicles.
Question: How transparent is the greenhouse glass?
Response: The glass will be transparent as it is right now. It will have sunscreens for protection

from full sun exposure.

Question: Are the windows in the new addition higher than now?
Response: The windows will align with those on the existing building.
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Question: What will the construction and operation noise/other disruptions be?

Response: With the exception of construction-related vehicles on Cretin, there will be no
additional traffic on Summit. Once the exterior shell is completed, the noise level will be minimal
as interior work is completed. Once fully operational, the building will not generate noise such as
what happened when the Owens building first opened. There will be no increase in
parking/traffic associated with the building aside from occasional electric bus heading to the
CMR.

Grand Avenue, now one lane heading west off Cretin on the campus, will be expanded to two
lanes.

Question: Is it ok to post information on the project on personal social media outlets?
Response: It is. Here is the information: https://engineering.stthomas.edu/centers/microgrid-

research/

Action — Motion by Elizabeth Wefel: Housing and Land Use (HLU) Committee recommends the
Saint Paul Heritage Preservation Commission approve St. Thomas’ OWS Annex project design.
The HLU reviewed the design, provided input, and believes it aligns with the historic character of
the neighborhood. Motion second: Colin Fessner. Motion approved 5-0.

Special HLU Committee meeting. The HLU scheduled a special meeting for Monday, October 7,
6:30 to address two agenda variance request agenda items.
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