Minutes for Macalester-Groveland Community Council Transportation Committee
(February 24-25, 2025)

Attendees: Hugo Bruggeman (chair), Ginny Housum, Art Punyko, Lynn lhlenfeldt, Dave Pasiuk,
Chris Leifeld, Tom Alf, Katherine Center Regina Purins, Laura Wallace (executive director).

1. Approval of Previous Minutes:

. The January 2025 minutes were approved with 8 votes in favor.

2. Grand Avenue Reconstruction:

Hugo discussed a letter from transportation planner Dave Peterson regarding the Grand Av-
enue project, now expected to be completed in one year (2025) instead of two.

Concerns were raised about tree removals scheduled for March 17-18, which may conflict
with a proposed tree preservation ordinance. Ginny will circulate the draft ordinance and
hearing schedule.

The committee reviewed plans for pedestrian crossings at Macalester, confirming that the
number of crossings will be reduced from three to two, and that they will be tabled crossings
not speed bumps. Examples of similar tabled crossings are (1) at Montreal and the falls in
the Highland Bridge development; (2) Wheelock Avenue west of Arcade; and (3) Maria Av-
enue south of East 7th Street, with the third being the example closest to the plan for the
Macalester campus crossings. The pedestrian island and bump outs on Grand x Cambridge
was also reviewed.

A public meeting is scheduled for March 20, 2025, at Macalester College. At the meeting,
inquiries will be made about where the 63 bus route will travel during construction.

3. Parklets Discussion:

The Summit Hill Association proposed temporary parklets on Grand Avenue, which would oc-
cupy one parking space in front of participating restaurants. Potential locations include sev-
eral businesses along Grand Avenue, with interest noted at the corner of Cleveland and
Grand.

The committee discussed creating flyers to inform businesses about parklet opportunities,
with volunteers assigned to distribute them: Art, Kathie, Hugo, Chris, and Ginny volunteered
to share responsibility for delivering pamphlets with businesses along Grand Avenue.

4. Pedestrian Safety Initiatives:

The committee will focus on pedestrian safety in 2025, addressing issues such as parking in
crosswalks during snow emergencies and inconsistent speed limit signage.

Collaboration with educational institutions to train drivers, particularly students, on pedestrian
safety was suggested. Many drivers in MGCC are students who are new to the area, and we



should work with Jerome Benner, MGCC'’s educational institution representative, to develop
educational materials on this issue.

5. Review of 2016 Community Plan:

Volunteers, including Hugo, Art, Dave, and Tom, will review and update the 2016 community
plan.

6. Next Steps:
. Hugo and Laura will compare Al-generated notes with Ginny's for future note-taking.

Laura and Tori will create a mailer about the March 20th meeting and parklet idea for local
businesses.

Kathy, Art, Ginny, Chris and Hugo will distribute mailers to businesses on Grand Avenue.

Hugo will contact David Patterson about a virtual option for the March 20th meeting; Hugo
will also inquire about hardscaping plans for the Groveland Park Elementary school zone.

Hugo, Art, Dave, and Tom will review the 2016 Community Plan for updates.

. Laura will consolidate meeting questions and send them to Hugo before the March meeting.

7. Updates and Announcements:

Updates on neighborhood safety enforcement, school zone issues, and the SS4A (Safety for
All) implementation were discussed, with concerns about federal funding for these projects.

Adjournment:

The meeting was adjourned at 8 PM.



