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Quick recap    

The meeting covered discussions on supporting local businesses during construction, the 

roles and responsibilities of the Housing and Land Use Committee, and proposed 

changes to residential amplified sound permits. Committee members debated noise 

ordinances, their application in St. Paul, and the need for a more data-driven approach to 

sound management. The group also addressed educational initiatives for understanding 

variance request processes and planned for upcoming events and meetings.  

  

Next steps    

• Regina to contact DSI and request a presentation on the variance request process for 

the next meeting.  

• Meg Grove to ask DSI to include explanations of key terminology related to variances in 

their presentation.  

• Laura to print out questions for Dave for the annual meeting.  

• Laura to send a letter of support to Council President Noecker regarding the decibel 

change for residential amplified sound permits.  

Mike Moore, Dave Pasiuk, Elizabeth Wefel, Regina Purins, Tom Moss, Jan 

Richardson, Meg Grove, Karen Wahmenholmm, Deb Burns, Josh Durand, Ann 

Hartel, Speaker: Leah Timberlake-Sullivan, Union Park District Council ED  

Summary    

Supporting Local Businesses During Construction 

 

https://support.zoom.com/hc/en/article?id=zm_kb&sysparm_article=KB0058013#languages
https://zoom.com/


Macalester-Groveland is seeking ideas to support businesses affected by construction on 

Grand Avenue, reaching out to other cities for inspiration. Union suggests creating a 

"support your business construction zone map" and proposes involving the mayor to draw 

attention to affected businesses. The group acknowledges the importance of supporting 

local businesses during these challenging times. 

 

Housing and Land Use Committee Meeting 

 

In the meeting, Macalester-Groveland introduced the Housing and Land Use Committee, 

explaining its roles and responsibilities. The committee's primary function is to educate 

the neighborhood on housing and land use issues, promote policies consistent with the 

community's long-range plan, and consider items like zoning variances and license 

applications. Macalester-Groveland also clarified the committee's role in variance 

applications, stating that they provide a recommendation to the city's Board of Zoning 

Appeals or Planning Commission. The committee also discussed the importance of 

maintaining a civil and respectful dialogue during meetings. The conversation ended with 

the approval of the March 2025 HLU meeting minutes and a discussion on a residential 

amplified sound permit letter. 

 

Residential Amplified Sound Permit Oversight 

 

Union Park District Council is seeking support from fellow district councils to have 

residential amplified sound permits overseen by the city council instead of the Department 

of Safety and Inspection (DSI). The council is concerned about the unforeseen use of the 

permit, which allowed for 80 decibels of sound until 11 pm on a residential property. They 

argue that this should be subject to a public hearing to ensure neighbors are informed 

and the council can make a decision. The council also questions whether DSI has the 

appropriate decision-making power for such matters. 

 

Zoning Laws and Sound Limits 

 

Union discussed the Department of Safety and Inspections (DSI) and its role in enforcing 

zoning laws and permits. Regina asked about the decibel level of 65, which Union 

explained as a conversation level. Union emphasized the need for a public hearing to 

discuss the decibel level and the enforcement of sound limits. Elizabeth raised concerns 

about the enforcement of sound limits and the possibility of a middle ground decibel level. 

 

Residential Noise Levels and Sound Permits 

 

Union Park discussed the issue of noise levels during events, particularly in residential 



areas. They mentioned a neighbor's complaint about the sound level being too high, 

which was measured at 85.2 decibels. Leah also mentioned that the distance of the 

measurement was a problem, as it was taken past a neighbor's house, which was within 

the 50-foot limit. She suggested that the sound level should be reasonable for people in 

their homes, and that the city should have a process to ensure this. Macalester-

Groveland clarified that the sound use permit process applies to residential areas, not 

commercial ones. Leah also mentioned that the issue of sound levels could be negotiated 

in a public hearing. 

 

Sound Science and Unpermitted Events 

 

Union discussed the complexities of sound science and the need for a data-driven 

approach. Union also addressed the issue of unpermitted events and the need for a 

sound task force to navigate and manage this issue. Tom asked about the recourse for 

neighbors in such situations, and Union Park suggested that the police should intervene if 

the noise is excessive after 10 PM. 

 

St. Paul Noise Ordinance Discussion 

 

The meeting involved discussions about noise ordinances and their application in St. 

Paul. Union clarified that any sound exceeding 65 decibels without a permit would be a 

violation, and this could include loud car engines. Josh raised concerns about neighbors 

potentially abusing the system to report noise violations, but Leah reassured that this was 

not a significant issue. The main focus was on the impact of amplified sound permits on 

residential areas, with Leah stating that only a small percentage of these permits would 

be affected by the proposed changes. The goal is to have the city council regain decision-

making power over these permits, which would provide more security for both neighbors 

and applicants. The plan is to present this proposal to other district councils for their 

support. 

 

Supporting Leah's Amplified Sound Policy 

 

The meeting involved a discussion about supporting a letter from Leah Timberlake 

Sullivan to the City Council regarding a change in policy for amplified sound permits. The 

committee agreed to support the action requested in the letter, which is to discontinue the 

use of the amplified sound permit process for residential applicants and revert to the 

variance process with a standard of 65 decibels. The committee also agreed to align with 

this change and support the Union Park District Council's request. The motion was 

approved with some wordsmithing to ensure clarity and accuracy. 

 



Amplified Sound Permit Process Discussion 

 

In the meeting, Macalester-Groveland and Elizabeth discussed the content of a letter 

regarding the use of the amplified sound permit process for residential applicants. They 

agreed on the wording of the letter, which urged the City Council to revert to the variance 

process with a standard of 65 decibels. The committee members approved the 

amendments to the motion: MGCC’s Housing & Land Use Committee approves the 

request of UPDC’s Residential Amplified Sound Permit Letter as submitted by Leah 

Timberlake-Sullivan, pertaining to the variance process and standard of 65 decibels, as 

had been the approach prior to 2024. Union expressed gratitude for the support and 

promised to keep the committee informed about the council's decision. The next agenda 

item, a housing submission statement of priorities for 2025, was tabled for further 

discussion in the next meeting. 

 

Educating Committee on Variance Request Process 

 

The committee discussed the need to educate themselves about the variance request 

process. They proposed contacting someone from DSI for a one-on-one session to learn 

about the process and its differences from other procedures. The committee also agreed 

to develop a list of terms and their meanings to ensure clarity for new members. A 

working group was suggested to focus on these tasks, with committee members 

volunteering to participate. The committee acknowledged that the process might take 

some time to complete due to the busy schedules of the DSI representatives. 

 

Meeting Summary and Action Items 

 

In the meeting, Mike discussed in the interest of time tabling certain discussions for the 

meeting unless anyone had additional comments. Laura announced the details of the 

annual meeting, including the speakers, food, and elections. Mike also mentioned the 

need to send a letter in support to a council person regarding a decibel change.  
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