
Community 
Safety 
During 
Immigration 
Enforcement

Know Your Rights
Understand the 
Situation
Protect Your 
Community



How to Use This

Preparation, not confrontation.
You don’t need to be an expert.
You don’t need to decide everything in 
the moment.
Different ways to show up. All matter.



Why Minnesota

~3,000 federal agents deployed under 
Operation Metro Surge.

700 withdrawn February 4. Body cameras 
ordered for all agents.

~2,000 still operating statewide.

Three agent-involved shootings; two U.S. 
citizens killed in January 2026.

Federal officials called this the largest 
operation ever conducted.



Minnesota in 
Context

Minnesota: 95K–130K undocumented 
(1.5–2%).
Texas: ~1.9M (6.5%).
Florida: ~1.2M (4.5%).
California: ~2.8M (6.6%).



Who Is Operating 
Here

Department of Homeland Security 
oversees Operation Metro Surge.
ICE: ERO, HSI, Special Response Teams.
CBP: Border Patrol and BORTAC.



DHS claimed 4,000+ arrests; only 23 
from Somalia.
None tied to Feeding Our Future. All 
four lead FOF prosecutors resigned.
14+ federal prosecutors resigned. 
Office down to ~17 from 70.

Claims vs Record



First Amendment — speech, assembly, 
observation from public space
Fourth Amendment — protection from 
unreasonable search and seizure
Fifth Amendment — right to remain 
silent
These rights apply regardless of 
immigration status.

Core 
Constitutional 
Rights



First Amendment

“Congress shall make no law... abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or 
the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble.”
In practice:
You can observe and record enforcement 
from public space.
You can protest peacefully.
Legal observers have protected First 
Amendment rights.



Fourth 
Amendment

“The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against 
unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not 
be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but 
upon probable cause.”
In practice:
A judicial warrant signed by a judge is required 
for home entry.
ICE administrative warrants do not authorize 
entry.
You can refuse consent to a search of your 
person or belongings.



Fifth Amendment

“No person shall... be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness against himself, nor be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law.”

In practice:

You have the right to remain silent.

You do not have to answer questions about your 
immigration status.

These rights apply to everyone regardless of 
citizenship status.



What You Can 
Say

Am I detained, or am I free to go?
I am exercising my right to remain silent.
I do not consent to a search.
I want to speak with a lawyer.



Your Rights 
at Home

A judicial warrant 
signed by a judge is 
required for entry.
ICE administrative 
warrants do not 
authorize entry.
You are not required to 
open the door.
Ask to see a warrant 
through a window.



Your Rights at Work

Agents may enter areas open to the public.
Non-public areas generally require consent or a judicial 
warrant.
Employees are not required to answer questions.
Do not volunteer information.
Document activity when possible.



Rights are real, but not self-enforcing in 
the moment.
Enforcement happens first. Courts act 
later.
Asserting rights creates a legal record 
— not immediate protection.
Stay calm. Do not physically resist.
Documentation matters later.

The Legal Reality



Legal Pushback — Federal Cases (Minnesota)

System-Level Challenges to the Surge (as of February 2026)

State of MN, Minneapolis, and St. Paul v. DHS — TRO denied Jan 31; 
case continues

Hussen v. Noem (ACLU) — racial profiling and warrantless arrests

Tincher v. Noem (ACLU) — protest rights; injunction temporarily 
suspended on appeal

Education MN, Fridley, and Duluth v. DHS — enforcement near schools 
(filed Feb 4)

96+ court orders violated in January; 14+ prosecutors resigned; 700+ 
habeas petitions filed



Why Knowing the 
Rules Still 
Matters

Federal agents do not always follow constitutional 
limits.

 That doesn’t make the limits meaningless.
 The Constitution doesn’t stop enforcement in real 

time.

It shapes what happens after.
 Knowing the rules helps preserve evidence,
 make legal accountability possible,
 and shape the political environment around 

enforcement.

Rights aren’t a shield in the moment.
They are leverage afterward.



You don’t need to confront anyone.

You don’t need to do everything.

Witnessing

Documenting

Mutual aid

Information sharing

Support after an action

Choose what fits your capacity and comfort 
level.

There Are 
Different Ways to 
Show Up



Understanding Risk Levels

Different actions lead to different enforcement responses.

Observed patterns — not instructions.

Lower to higher risk:

Witnessing

Documenting

Mutual aid near an active scene

Alerting

Direct engagement



Witnessing

Observing from a distance.
Remaining in public space.
Lower risk.
Creates situational awareness.
Does not require interaction.



Documenting

Recording from public space.
Creating a factual record.
Moderate risk.
Can attract attention.
Creates lasting evidence.



Mutual Aid

Support that helps people through the 
aftermath.
Childcare or school pickup.
Food, groceries, prescriptions.
Transportation to court or medical care.
Temporary housing or emergency funds.
Accompaniment to legal appointments.
Often happens after enforcement, not 
during.



Mutual Aid — Risk Considerations

Mutual aid is lawful, but not risk-free.
Risk increases when aid overlaps with active 
enforcement.
Immediate transport after encounters.
Phones, vehicles, or posts create records.
Coordination links people, locations, or routines.
Support is safest when intentional and 
compartmentalized.



Showing Up Isn’t 
Always Simple

People try to witness, document, or support 
neighbors.
Enforcement does not always treat these roles as 
separate.
Witnesses have been pepper-sprayed, detained, and 
arrested.
People offering help may still be scrutinized.
Intent does not guarantee how actions are 
perceived.
Preparation and restraint reduce — but do not 
eliminate — risk.



Preparing to Document

Charged phone and backup power.
Use passcode; disable Face ID.
Install Signal.
Work with a buddy.
Save hotline numbers: Monarca 612-441-2881; NLG 
612-444-2654.
Know rapid-response contacts.



What to 
Document — 
SALUTE

Size — number of agents and vehicles.
Activity — commands, force, arrests.
Location — address or intersection.
Uniforms — agency markings.
Time — start and end.
Equipment — vehicles and gear.



Filming Best 
Practices

Remain on public property.
Maintain distance (15–30 feet).
Film horizontally.
Narrate date, time, location.
Do not stop once started.
Never delete footage.



If You Are Detained

Ask: Am I under arrest? What are the charges?
Invoke the right to remain silent.
Ask for a lawyer.
You are not required to unlock your phone.
Power off your device.
Do not physically resist.



The Surveillance 
Environment

License plate readers.
Cell phone location data.
Facial recognition.
Social media monitoring.
ICE memo authorizing warrantless home 
entry.
Individual actions can expose networks.



After an Encounter
Do not edit or compress 
footage.

Upload securely as soon 
as possible.

Write notes while memory 
is fresh.

Share with legal 
advocates before posting.

Protect identities of 
vulnerable people.

Connect with rapid-
response networks.



Resources

ACLU of Minnesota — report misconduct at aclu-mn.org.
Minnesota Attorney General’s Office.
Monarca Rapid Response: 612-441-2881.
Immigrant Law Center of MN: 651-641-1011.
CAIR-MN 24/7 Legal Intake: 612-206-3360.
National Lawyers Guild MN: 612-444-2654.



Tools, Not 
Guarantees

You cannot control enforcement 
decisions.
You can control preparation and 
restraint.
Informed action is safer.
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