
Macalester-Groveland Community Council 
Transportation Committee MINUTES 

February 23, 2026 

 

ATTENDEES, MEMBERS:  Hugo Bruggeman (chair), Lynn Ihlenfeldt (secretary), Tom Alf, Katherine Cairns, Colin 
Fesser, Mimi Gingold, Ann Hartell, Ginny Housum, Sarah Johnson, John Kingrey, Spencer Ludtke, Brian Martinson, 
Tom Moss, Dave Pasiuk, Megan Paul, Catherine Plessner, Trevor Vernon, and Laura Wallace (staJ). 

ATTENDEES, GUESTS:   Marc Manderscheid 

I.     Welcome and Introductions  

II.     Additions or deletions to the agenda.   No additions or changes were made to the agenda. 

III.  Approval of January 2026 minutes.   This item was tabled until next month to allow version confirmation and 
Committee member review.   

IV.   Discussion of pedestrian crossing on Finn and Summit 
The committee reviewed St. Thomas University's pedestrian access plan and discussed the need for improved 
traffic controls at Finn and Summit, particularly during peak student crossing times.  Marc Manderschied reviewed 
the history of discussions and agreements between The University of St. Thomas and neighborhood groups. 

 
V.  Repor(ng illegally parked vehicles that obstruct public safety 
Spencer shared his experience reporting illegally parked cars in St. Paul, highlighting the challenges with the 
current parking enforcement system. He encouraged others to report illegal parking and discussed the potential 
for dynamic pricing to manage parking demand in high-demand areas like Summit Avenue near St. Thomas and 
Randolph Avenue near St. Kate's. Brian suggested exploring dynamic pricing as a way to reduce illegal parking and 
increase available spaces for commuters, while Mimi inquired about the differences between dynamic pricing and 
permit parking systems. 
 
The committee discussed parking enforcement data and agreed to invite Commander Allison to speak at their 
April meeting. 
 
VI.  Randolph Heights Elementary School.    

The committee received an update on the Randolph Heights Elementary School project, where Katherine reported 
ongoing efforts to contact the principal about potential funding opportunities, including the STAR Neighborhood 
grant and city council member funds. The committee learned they missed the CIB grant deadline but discovered 
an additional funding source of $75,000 available through city council members on a rolling basis. 

The committee agreed to follow up on obtaining a mobile speed sign for the school area. 

Intersection Lighting Improvements 

The group discussed intersection lighting improvements, with John King noting some areas where new brighter 
lighting has helped intersections, though it remains uneven. Hugo emphasized the urgency of addressing lighting 
issues before winter ends, suggesting they either act now or prepare for systematic improvements next fall. Ann 
offered to find and share existing audit tools for evaluating intersections, while Dave suggested pedestrians should 
cross at intersections where there is existing light rather than in darkness. The group agreed to focus on all 
intersections rather than just those with stop signs and discussed the need to consider lighting when planning 
crosswalk placements. 
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Bike Corral and Tree Program Updates 

The meeting discussed the approval of a year-round on-street bike corral pilot program, with plans for a potential 
ribbon-cutting ceremony in May during Bike Month. Sarah explained that the committee needs to finalize details 
about snow removal and maintenance, and they are considering locations near Frattalones and Dunn Brothers. The 
group also addressed challenges with the Tree Steward program, which is currently not active, and Mimi expressed 
concerns about the program's volunteer-friendly approach and city department cooperation. Hugo decided to keep 
the Tree Steward program as a highlighted red agenda item for future follow-up. 

Next steps (A/I Generated) 

• Hugo and interested volunteers: Volunteer to observe pedestrian and vehicle interactions at the Finn and 
Summit intersection in spring when weather is suitable and university is in session; send interest to Hugo 
or Laura 

• Spencer: Invite Commander Jeremy Allison (or relevant city parking enforcement lead) to speak at the April 
transportation committee meeting about parking enforcement 

• Ann: Research and share examples of intersection lighting audit tools/standards for the committee to review 
• Katherine: Follow up by phone and email with Randolph Heights principal regarding pedestrian safety needs 

and grant opportunities, including STAR Neighborhood grant and City Council member funds 
• Katherine and Laura: Follow up with the city regarding status and schedule for the mobile traffic speed sign 

deployment near Randolph Heights 
• Megan (Macalester-Groveland)/Chris: Reach out to Kowalski's (via Chris's connection) regarding the on-

street bike corral pilot program 
• Hugo: Keep Tree Steward program as a red agenda item for future follow-up 
• Committee: Consider inviting St. Thomas to present their plans for Finn Street at a future meeting (noted for 

next month's discussion) 

 

 
The meeting was adjourned. 
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