
Macalester-Groveland Community Council 
Transportation Committee MINUTES 

March 23, 2026

ATTENDEES, MEMBERS:  Hugo Bruggeman (chair), Lynn Ihlenfeldt (secretary), Deb Burns, Katherine 
Cairns, Colin Fesser, Mimi Gingold, Ann Hartell, Ginny Housum, Sarah Johnson, John Kingrey, Spencer 
Ludtke, Tom Moss, Dave Pasiuk, Regina Purins, Trevor Vernon, and Laura Wallace (staff). 

ATTENDEES, GUESTS:   Matthew Giragosian, St. Paul Traffic Engineering; Randy Newton, St. Paul Traffic 
Engineering. 

I. Welcome and Introductions

II. Additions or deletions to the agenda.   No additions or changes were made to the agenda.

III. Approval of January and February 2026 minutes.

Moved to approve the minutes from January and February meetings, with corrections made to attendee names 
and credits for specific discussions. The corrections included fixing Mark Manderscheid's listing and adjusting 
credits for dynamic pricing discussions between Brian Martinson and Spencer Ludke. The January minutes 
were approved with 12 votes in favor and 2 abstentions, while the February minutes were approved with 13 
votes in favor and 1 abstention. 

IV. Presentation on Area 23 Parking Study
The committee discussed Area 23 parking zone and the proposed expansion area near the University of St. 
Thomas; specifically expanding Area 23 with 3 additional block faces, namely the east side of Mt Curve 
between Fairmount and Princeton, and both sides of Princeton between Woodlawn and Mt Curve. Matthew 
Giragosian from St. Paul Traffic Engineering presented data from several counts of parking usage and demand 
at various times and days. He also explained the process moving forward was that PW will provide 
presentation to council.

The committee reviewed parking counts and discussed concerns about student parking impacts on residential 
areas and other related topics. After extensive debate, the committee voted to recommend denying the 
expansion of the permit parking area to the City Council. See Appendix for a more detailed list of committee 
member and guest comments; these are captured to convey the breath of the discussion. 

Motion:  The MGCC Transportation Committee, having reviewed parking surveys conducted by the City of 
Saint Paul, recommends denial of the petition to expand Permit Parking Area 23. 
Made by Colin Fesser, seconded by Regina Purins. Vote:  9 Aye 4 Nay & 2 Abstain 

Note:  This discussion only pertained to expanding the physical size of Area 23, not expanding the permitted 
times.  That discussion was tabled. That petition has been withdrawn.
VII. Transportation questions for Annual Meeting
The meeting focused on preparing questions for City Council representatives at the upcoming annual meeting 
on April 23rd. Ann raised concerns about design exceptions for MnDOT guidelines, particularly regarding 
elevated crosswalks on Grand Avenue, and suggested exploring how to work with City Council on future 
design exceptions. The group also discussed the need to address MnDOT's handling of neighborhood input on 
Reimagining 94. Additionally, Dave requested information about road construction schedules in Macalester-
Groveland, which Laura confirmed is available in a 10-year plan, and suggested including relevant information 
in future newsletters. 
VIIl Review of Open/Old business 
Katherine Cairns provided a brief update on the Randolph Heights School Safety committee  
Randolph Heights school safety committee will reconvene to review potential funding and next steps. 



Due to lack of time remaining, it was noted that some agenda items and updates will be saved for future 
Transportation meetings. 

Action Items included in A/I Description are: 

•Katherine Cairns/Working Group: Continue efforts to contact Randolph Heights Elementary School 
principal regarding traffic/safety issues and reconvene the working group in the coming weeks to 
review potential funding and next steps. 

•Regina: Volunteer to visit Randolph Heights Elementary School in person on behalf of the working 
group after the group's next meeting. 

•Mimi: Suggest that the working group bring any transportation-related issues discussed in their meeting 
to Hugo for inclusion in questions to City Council, as time allows before the annual meeting. 

•Hugo and Ann: Collaborate to draft/edit a question for City Council regarding the process for requesting 
MnDOT design exceptions, specifically related to the Grand Avenue crosswalks, for inclusion at the 
annual meeting. 

•All committee members (via Laura): Submit potential questions for City Council representatives before 
the annual meeting; Laura to collect and forward questions to council members ahead of the 
meeting. 

•Mimi: Share or forward the 10-year road construction plan information to Hugo and/or the group for 
potential inclusion in the monthly newsletter. 

• Laura: Include notice of the annual meeting (April 23) and regular board meeting (April 9) in 
communications to members. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Appendix,  

Committee member comments, included: 

Ginny asked about a side issue which was how many permits this sober house on Fairmount is allowed. 
(Public Works did not know, and would look into this.) 

Colin asked for clarification on the criteria PW is using to form their recommendation to support or not support 
the request. (Public Works confirmed that the 85% (add real number too), was the driver of their 
recommendation) 

Spencer explained his observations as he traveled in Area 23 that afternoon around 2 p.m..  He found a total of 
19 cars parked on the 3 block faces which is less than 40 percent of spaces.  Spencer then explained 
observing the MRB parking lot at west end of Summit to be full.  He then proceeded to walk on Summit, 
Cleveland and Finn and found 18 vehicles parked illegally in violation of no parking signage and creating safety 
issues.  Those violations had nothing to do with permits.  Then he observed 7 vehicles parked on north side of 
Summit west of Cretin which is a permit only stretch.  Only 1 vehicle had a permit.  Spencer suggested that 
causation for the high number of illegally parked cars was the limiting of street parking due to permit 
restrictions and surmised that removing those 3 block faces from non-restricted public parking will contribute to 
even more illegal parking. 

Tom Moss spoke of seeing in the morning many students walking to STU after parking on Princeton. 

Sarah asked about what city was doing to promote alternatives to driving. 
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John spoke of traffic flowing through neighborhood looking for parking spaces being equally if not more 
problematic.  Mentioned people walking in streets after parking. 

Ginny stressed the need for better enforcement and also mentioned traffic flowing thru streets looking for a 
parking space. 

Dave spoke of the negative impact that limiting parking was having for folks wanting to enjoy the great natural 
amenity of the Mississippi River. 
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Residential Permitted Parking
Area 23

CITY OF SAINT PAUL



Area History

● Originally established under 
Area 5 in 1986; By resolution 
Area 5 was broken into 10 
areas in 1998.

● Resolution in 2001 modified 
Area 23 to include Princeton 
Ave between Cretin and 
Mount Curve.

● Restrictions are M-F 8AM-8P 
bordering MRB and Cretin, 
and Goodrich and Saint 
Claire.



Background
● An earlier presentation to the committee included a second petition for a time 

modification to this area (24/7 restriction). This request has been reconsidered, and the 
neighborhood may choose to bring a new request forward in the future.

● Petition on hand is for the expansion of Area 23 to include:
○ Princeton between Woodlawn Ave and Mt Curve Blvd
○ Eastside of Mt Curve between Princeton Ave and Fairmount Ave

● Basis for current petition is resident’s concern with student parking in the neighborhood.
● Petition has been completed with 85% (75% required) of signatures and has been 

accepted by Public Works.
● This request will add 3 block faces to total 18 block faces of permitted parking.



Residential Permit Parking Study - AREA 23 - Permitted Parking Area
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Data Collected

● Data was limited to staff availability for collecting counts.
● 8 counts collected

○ 2 morning
○ 2 afternoon
○ 4 evening (2 events)
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Findings

● Findings show regular parking demand during school hours in this neighborhood.
● First option for parking appears to be along Goodrich Ave, then secondary along Mt 

Curve Blvd, followed by Princeton Avenue.
● Daytime parking demand beyond Goodrich does exist but based on the data gathered 

does not appear to be consistent or extensive.
● Existing permit parking restrictions appear to be effective in managing daytime and event 

parking (although more data may be needed regarding event parking).



MRB Parking 
Availability

● City parking lot of 16 standard 
stalls, 1 ADA stall. Designated 
for park users only.

● RPP Areas 15, 23, 24 are 
adjacent to MRB. Typical 
parking restrictions are M-F 
8AM to 8PM.

● Approximately 50 spaces 
exist (each) on Goodrich and 
Summit.



MRB Parking 
Availability

● Areas encompassed by 15, 
23, 24 and UST account for 
approximately 15% of the 
MRB frontage between 
Minneapolis City limits and 
HWY 5.



Next Steps

Recommendation to City Council
● Based on the petition provided and the data collected, the city is supportive of the 

request.
● City staff will consider information comments and information from this meeting.
● Prepare a presentation to the council the permit parking expansion.
● City Council will hold multiple readings, including a public hearing.

Hearing
● Upon receipt of the recommendation of the traffic engineer as provided in section 

164.07, the council will have multiple readings before proceeding to a public hearing. At 
least thirty (30) days prior to the hearing, written notice shall be mailed to the affected 
property owners or occupants including businesses and institutions within the petitioned 
area

https://library.municode.com/mn/st._paul/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILECO_TITXVPA_CH164REPEPAUIRE_S164.07RECO
https://library.municode.com/mn/st._paul/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIILECO_TITXVPA_CH164REPEPAUIRE_S164.07RECO


Contacts

Matthew Giragosian
Residential Services Supervisor
651-356-5615
Matthew.Giragosian@ci.stpaul.mn.us
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