
MGCC BOARD MEETING MINUTES   MAY 14, 2026.   Mimi Gingold, Secretary 
 
6:35 Roll Call: Cameron Cole 
Present:  Cam Cole, Katherine Cairns, Mimi Gingold, Meghan Paul, Jerome Benner, Brian 
Wagner, Ginny Housum, Colin, Laura Hester, Jane McClure, Sarah Johnson, Regina Purins, 
Chuck Peters, Eileen Bock, Tori Miller (Staff) 
 
Quorum  
Information Sharing was conducted before a quorum was reached. 
Once a quorum was reached votes were conducted. 
 
Additions or Deletions to the Agenda.  None 
Minutes of the April 2026 Meeting Approved with no changes.  
Brian moved to approve the minutes; Chuck seconded. 7 aye, 0 nay 3 abstains 
New Board Members 
Tori presented the election results, highlighting a 300% increase in voter participation. We 
welcomed the new member who was present:  Eileen Bock, Rep-at-Large. These positions are 
unfilled: Two Grid Four Reps and one Student Rep. Mimi requested that the new members be 
given orientation as soon as possible; she will send Brian and Laura some suggestions for 
inclusion in the orientation. 
 
New Board Officer Elections   
Brian nominated himself for President and was unanimously elected. 
Katherine was nominated by Ginny and was unanimously elected Vice President. 
Mimi Gingold nominated herself for Secretary and was unanimously elected. 
No one was nominated for Treasurer…..Staff will put out inquiries via email / Illuminator 
 
Cam thanked the Board for the opportunity to serve as President of the Board and expressed 
that he learned a lot and hoped we all saw that a 26 year old can do a good job…even through 
unusual challenges such as the city computer glitch and Metro Surge. He exited the meeting 
and turned over its leadership to Brian; Brian was walking through the airport using his phone so 
he asked Katherine to lead the rest of the meeting.  
 
COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR GRANT PROPOSAL FOR 2026-2027 OVERVIEW 
Tori explained that last year this program was new to MGCC and everyone learned a lot about 
best ways to operate the grant.  She explained that the proposal to the city is for $70,000 and 
can be used east of Fairview on Grand. It allocates $40,000 for subgrants, $25,000 for 
beautification efforts, $1,500 for events, and $7,000 for administration. The budget includes 
plans for water faucet installations, bike corral maintenance, trash can installation, and 
coordination with GABA for events like Music on the Lawn. Some of the funds are not 
earmarked yet so that forthcoming needs during the grant’s implementation can be addressed. 
MG will record expenses from this grant separately to distinguish them from other MGCC 
income and expenses. The Board will be briefed in Board meetings on the status of the grant 
allocation and implementation.  
 
COMMERCIAL CORRIDOR PROGRAM COMMITTEE APPROVED AS A STANDING 
COMMITTEE AND 2026 PROPOSAL APPROVED 
Ginny made a motion which Colin seconded to approve the C-COAP Committee as a standing 
committee of the MGCC Board, recruit committee members and submit the 2026-27 city grant 



proposal for $70,500 with main components (grants to businesses, corridor 
beautification/events, and grant administration) subject to City funding.  
Passed 10-0 
 
Tori welcomes some additional members to this committee which will now be a STANDING 
COMMITTEE of the Council.  Sarah Johnson said she is stepping away from another committee 
and will join the Commercial Corridor Committee. 
 
COMMITTEE CHARTER 
Katherine said she thinks a “Charter” for this new committee is advisable.  She will draft one and 
distribute it to Board members before the June meeting when it will be discussed and voted on. 
 
RECOMMENDATION FROM TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE DENIED 
The recommendation: The Macalester-Groveland Community Council's Transportation 
Committee, having reviewed parking surveys conducted by the City of St. Paul, recommends 
denial of the petition to expand Parking Permits in Area 23. 
 
In absence of Hugo, Colin, member of the Transportation Committee presented the 
Committee’s recommendation that the Board NOT support Grid 1 residents’ request for the 
addition of three blocks of Permit Parking in Section #23. 
Presenter:  Matthew Gergosen (Public Works Department) stated that the City supports the 
residents for Permit Parking and he regrets the city is not staffed enough to issue tickets for 
improper parking.  
Presenter:  Paul Knapp, resident in Section #23, said that parking is a particular concern from 
8AM-8PM.  He said that UST students park there and do not observe snow or street cleaning 
parking regulations. He said some of the residents do not have double garages so need to park 
a car on the street. He said that 85 % of the residents in the designated area signed a petition 
for permit parking. 
 
Discussion ensued with questions and comments from Board members including   
Information that parking permits are $25 and those who live on the street including the Sober 
House residents would have to buy them in order to park in permit-only spaces.  
Colin also noted that parking on nearby streets had not been considered and that restricting 
parking to property owners does not make cars disappear.  
 
Colin moved and _______ seconded that the Board support the Transportation Committee’s 
recommendation (above). 
The Board voted NOT to support this recommendation.  3 ayes, 4 nays, and 4 abstains 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
There was no Treasurer’s Report.  Meghan is resigning the position but will continue to work 
with Laura on transparency of finances. 
STAFF UPDATE 

1. Little Free Library will soon be installed at the Randolph Heights Recreation Center. 
2. Volunteers are needed for Grand Ole Day (June 9).  If we do not get enough, we will 

have to forfeit our place where we pour beer. In the past this provided us over $1200 
income.  Volunteers have to attend alcohol training. 

 
8:25 ADJOURNMENT 


